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The tree | painted sits on the banks of the Swan River
at Djoondalup/Point Walter. It's a very old, flooded
gum and its branches spread low to the ground and
make it easy to climb for both small, big and adult
kids alike. When we migrated to Australia in 1968 this
was my 'backyard’. We were sent to live at the migrant
hostel on the hill.

As achild of 5yrs, | have memories of running thru the
bush and down onto the beach at Djoondalup,
climbing the trees there and listening to the magpies
carolling. Trees were my refuge. My husband came up
with the name for the painting Kids really do Grow on
Trees and itis very true, because we did.



