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House No. 680 was once the Ludlow Public School Head Teacher’s quarters.

'::,' : ‘% f\‘ The house was originally built in 1909 about seven kilometres
8 > west of Kirup, just off the Upper Capel Road.?

: It was on property formerly known as Woodville, run by the
Wright family and was known as the Upper Capel School.?
Photo left, supplied by John Wringe, whose father attended the

Upper Capel School.
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The main building in the photo is the school room. The building
to the left in the background is the Head Teacher’s quarters.

The quarters were square, consisting of one bedroom, a living
room, kitchen, and a front and back verandah.3

Above: Upper Capel School, c. 1910

At Ludlow before the school buildings arrived from Upper Capel, the teacher lived in a cottage over the river, a house later lived
in by Ben Needs. The original Ludlow Bridge School was made of mud brick with a galvanised iron roof and no verandah.# The
cottage mentioned may have been the Ludlow School Quarters which was tendered for in 1911.°

L Upper Capel School History, John Wringe, 11 November 2023.

2Bunbury Herald, Tue 6 Jul 1909, Page 3.
Q 3PWD Plan, Ludlow School Quarters Additions, 1932.
) Ludlow Tuart Forest Restoration Group 4Busselton Historical Society, Mary Tucker (nee Forrest), Ludlow Bridge School 1923-1931.

>Daily News, Friday Nov 1911, page 1



In September 1925 a tender was awarded to Ray Anderson of Perth, for the Upper Capel School and quarters to be removed and relocated
to Ludlow.® This work was almost finished by January 1926 when the new incoming teacher to the school, Arthur Cameron, wrote to the
Education Department drawing attention to the fact there was no wash-house or bathroom provided.”

In a letter written by Aurelia Cameron, wife of the new teacher, to the Education Department, she stated that, 'M WL i 4 very bad
ATt wrder Yt presend cordiions'....... we bave nowbere To wask wiless we stand oulside in € incles of Audt with 4 Aok [eed wp with.
boves and 4 pland'....... there Lo 1ot 4 drop of water &then a1 Yt quantrns on W ackool............ 'ty bwrbard las To carry whatl we wat in
herosme L on Ui sbhoulders (pom 4 well a1 We Foreatry Farm'......... Y bovae Lo Yoo amall sltogther'.......... 'we bad Ta cover in Yt

Arthur Cameron again wrote to the Education Department in April 1926 stating, ‘#44f 4 6M at | lmew, MM las been done 1o date’ and
Uat, | e erection of b wask-fiowse ind latlnoom ia wot 1o be olbtained, | would suggeit at the evection of 4 verandal a1 Hhe resn of e
quertens, with e ends partitioned off) for 4 wasb-tbovse and batlroon'... Tle sbaence of s necessany adjuncts To 4 bowat ane cansing me

6 Daily News, Wed 30 Sep 1925, page 7.
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The Education Department did take heed of the situation at Ludlow, for the Department of Public Works and Labour advised that the
erection of a bathroom and wash-house had been completed on the 24t June 1926.1° This was some 6 months after the Cameron’s had

moved in.
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Above: Ludlow School Quarters (House 680) Wash-house, 2023

Right: internally, there is a bricked-in copper and a brick hearth on which a
water chip-heater may have once stood. There is also a space where a bath
and double concrete wash-trough may have been placed. The original
wash-house and bathroom did not have water ‘laid on’.%!
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Left: As observed in 2023 the wash-house which still stands, appears
to have contained a bathroom as well.
A separate toilet to the end of the wash-house is modern. In the back

wall there is a small hinged flap for removing a toilet pan, indicating
that a wooden pan-type toilet once stood there.
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Above: Ludlow School Quarters (House 680) internal view of wash-house, 2023
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In 1927 Andrew McWillie took over as H

ead Teacher at Ludlow, he was an unwell man who had been gassed during the First World War. In

1930 he complained to the District Inspector of Schools that the dinning room and bedroom were ‘badly lighted’. A response from the

Director of Education said, ‘WMWW%WWMWWWWMMM&VW oy d@mwmwa{W
wdditional winrdows, A Lo quite imposible o carry oul He work owing 1o We lack of funds.'?

s
WESTERN AUSTRALIM,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND LABI9R
EMORANDUM.
———— PERTH

M

I whoneld be glad it yow seonld plemse let me kmotr, as »200% a5
poasible, where the keys are 1o e loft on the completion of ti

contraet,

Under See

eretary tor
Publte Works and Lakour.
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McWillie just had to put up with the situation until in January 1935 he again wrote to the
Education Department, ‘may [ sate 2at we are in desperate need of o addiional rooms 41 Hhe

quarters. We ane egpecting am incrtase in [amily i Jue, Tlis mears Yot we mudd heep 4 'gal’
Yo Lely witlh Ye work. Hemee etra accommodation ia 4 metsdity. I we do ot ¢t additional
W,WJW%WW«M&QO&MWWmquz,%'IZ,’

Without receiving any response from the Education Department McWillie contacted his local
Member of Parliament, Mr. Withers MLA, and also the State School Teachers’ Union,1* who both
contacted the Education Department in support of McWillie.

This extra help worked, for Andrew McWillie received notification in June 1935 that approval
had been obtained for the erection of a new room, porch, and additional verandah to his
quarters at an estimated cost of £150.1°> £220 was the agreed construction tender price that was
awarded to Falkingham & Son of Busselton.

Left: Memo outlining the contract Let for the Ludlow School Quarters Additions and Renovations, 1935
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Plan of the proposed Ludlow Head Teacher Quarter extensions, June 1935, note the outline of the original square house that was relocated

from Upper Capel.
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Above: Ludlow School Quarters Additions, original scale 1 inch to 8 feet
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Arthur Cameron thought his housing troubles would be
over when the additions were completed but,

“wnay | Aate Yot since W waltr Tands of Yo Teacher's
quanters bune lave been painted inaide, Yhe wattr Lo wnfi
1o wit [or warking Lotles, batling, and of covrne,
carmol be wed [or dninding ... conld you pleae procunre
[or Y quanters sitable water [or bowseliold purpores)’

1,000 gallons of water was finally authorised by the
Education Department and delivered to Ludlow in mid-
March 1936, some 4 months after Cameron’s initial
request.l’

6 Ludlow — Buildings and Works, AU.WA.S24 — cons 1497 1926/0623_97.
17 Ludlow — Buildings and Works, AU.WA.S24 — cons 1497 1926/0623_106.



Bill Kemp took over from Arthur Cameron as Head Teacher at Ludlow. Bill was another Scotsman who only had one hand, having a hook
prothesis instead, having lost the hand to wounds in the First World War.

During Bill’s time in the teacher’s quarters no significant additions took place, although there was always ongoing maintenance required
such as, ‘wigent repaing To e bl [or Mre was very EAtle eramel left on ' and Ue steps wp 1o Wt (port of We verandab collapaed.. a0
e wood was very rotten.’®

Bill Kemp wrote to the Education Department in July 1941
stating that the following repairs were in urgent need of

attention, e ng%; of guttering ane &M W'...'m
downpipe bas mated away'... e trion of e bidelen Lo in
reom 1 W 1o M'.M

The Ludlow School closed at the end of 1948 when a new
school bus service was announced to start at the beginning
of 1949.2° Hub Dawson, through Lou Weston a senior

forester, applied for the buses to Busselton as it was felt that
Ludlow children were missing out on a better education.?!
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Above: Head Teacher with pupils beside Ludlow School c. 1926.

20South Western News, Thu 9 Sep, 1948, page 5

21 Busselton Historical Society, Ludlow History, page 3.
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The Head Teachers’ Quarters was next mentioned in 1952, in a Forests Department memo, when Hub Dawson was seeking a house to

accommodation a new Forestry Officer, Jack King.

Dawson wrote: ‘WWWMMaWMOWMM%ﬂWWO&MMW%WM%%WWMWWW
of Wi Depantiment’..."could approval be oltaimed 1o eret 4 Type 108 bowst...." st would appean Hat Hhe old school building would wot e

reguired wntil July 19532
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The new house for Jack King did not eventuate. Instead King
was asked to discuss, in January 1953, to consider the
additions to Cottage 680, consisting of a new bedroom and
a back verandah.

A Forests Department memo from September 1953

said,.... pine dade and Mu(/amg ban been placed in Hhnee
W«{HMG?O, which will sbortly be ocoupied by Ma
King' B

Oral history indicates that King did move into House 680,
and that over the years, the Tate, Thomson and Burke
families did also.

22 Accommodation and Services Dept. Buildings — Ludlow Forest HQ. AU.WA.51984 — cons 5589 25/10 63292_15
23 Accommodation and Services Dept. Buildings — Ludlow Forest HQ. AU.WA.51984 — cons 5589 25/10 63292_88
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